STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE- CHURCH OF ST. ANDREW & ST. MARY, GRANCHESTER
Relating to proposed refurbishment of the Vestry and associated re-ordering and
redecoration of church interior and improvement to access.
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Part I: Overview of Grantchester Church
The Parish Church of St Andrew and St Mary is a Grade 2* listed church. It is less than 3
miles to the southwest of the centre of Cambridge in the small and attractive village of
Grantchester. It is on the High Street in the heart of the village’s historic conservation
area. It is in the Diocese of Ely, South Cambridge Deanery. The church has many visitors
due to its location and beauty, its connection with the poet Rupert Brooke and more
recently because it is at the centre of the ongoing ITV drama series ‘Grantchester’. It is
generally open during daylight hours.

OS Map

Plan of Grantchester Church
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Our church comprises a Chancel, a Nave with a South Aisle, a West Tower and a North
Porch. It is of Norman or late Saxon origin. The Chancel was rebuilt c.1360. Its
reticulated gothic stone tracery is particularly fine and the glazing provides a beautiful
natural light. It was restored c.1849-54 by William Butterfield.

In the 14th or early 15th century, the Nave was extended west and the West Tower was
built. The arch between the Tower and the Nave and the North Porch is 17th Century.
The South Aisle was built in 1877 and the main stained glass and Nave roof are also
Victorian.
The tower has three-stages with embattled parapet and a short lead spire capped by a
weathercock. The famous clock is on the north face on the second stage below the
belfry.
There is a large Norman font and a Jacobean pulpit. Corpus Christi College has been
patron since 1380. The Church has a chalice that is dated 1648.
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The Churchyards are entered via the High Street through oak gates. The notice board,
installed in 2019, is to the left and the grade II listed War Memorial is to the right of the
short path to the North Porch. A wheelchair accessible toilet is discretely located
behind a hedge by the path. There are four churchyards, the fourth churchyard being
consecrated in 2000. The First and Second Churchyards are enclosed by brick walls some
of which are grade II listed. The Vicarage is beside the Churchyards and is occupied by
the Vicar who we share with St Mark’s Newnham.
The Church forms an important role in the life of the Grantchester Village with its
population of about 540, most of whom subscribe to our excellent monthly Parish
Magazine. There are 85 people on the Church Electoral Roll, 66 of whom are resident in
the parish. The usual Sunday attendance during the year averages about 25 though this
number was considerably higher at major festivals.
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Part II: The Significance of the Area Affected by the Proposals (cross reference should
be made to the Statement of Need)
The proposals will mainly affect the Vestry which is at the base of the West Tower. The
furnishings within the Vestry are post WWII, they are in of poor quality and in poor
condition and of low significance. The current state of the Vestry is illustrated on the
photos that follow-

Along the north side of the Vestry is the sink and worktop on which sits urns, kettles.
The Eucharist Altar Cross and brass candlesticks are kept at the far end of this worktop.
Vases and flower arranger equipment occupy most of the space below the work top.
Crockery is stacked on the shelves above together with microphone rechargers. Items
such as the nativity stable are stored on a high-level platform.
At the SW corner of the Vestry is an arched door that gives access to a small store. This
store has restricted headroom as it is under the stone spiral tower stairs which is
accessed from an outside door.
Much of the floor is occupied by a large table measuring 1.18x1.12m. This was
described in the 1984 NADFAS Record as ‘probably late 19th or early 20th century
reproduction of early 17th century style, the top with quadrooned edge and carved
ornamental frieze. The legs are turned and bulbous and deeply carved. There is a
drawer and space for another which is missing’. A section of the ornamental frieze is
also missing.
On the south side at the far west corner is a crowded worktop on which are placed the
brass Altar lectern and Church Bible. There is a cupboard with sliding doors below this
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worktop, in which is kept the communion wine and glass vessels. To the right of this are
two wardrobes, both with double doors. The left hand wardrobe contains a duplicator,
which is no longer used, and crowded shelves above. The right hand wardrobe contains
the church safes that were installed in 2015 and cassocks that are only used once a year,
but require an electric heater to be permanently on to protect them from damp and
mildrew.
It would be fair to say that the largest and heaviest of the items that are carried
between the Vestry and the Sanctuary for the Eucharist are kept in the furthest and lest
accessible parts of the Vestry and this adds to congestion in the Vestry before and after
services. There is a desire for the Vestry refurbishment to rationalise this situation!

In 2019 the PCC set up a working group to consider how the Vestry might best be used
and if items stored and activities done in the Vestry might be relocated. In considering
the options, changes might be made to the back wall of the South Aisle and to the
furnishings to the Sanctuary.
The current state and significance of the back wall of the South Aisle is illustrated in the
photo below-
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The font sits on a stone platform.
This is 0.74m from the back wall.
The font is 1.32m from the wall,
so there is space to stand on the
platform behind the font, and
space for a worktop and
cupboards between the wall and
the platform.
If built-in
furnishings were provided in this
space they would need to be of
high quality and designed so air
can circulate between the units
and the wall.

Either side of the West
Window to the S Aisle are
two tablets of the Ten
Commandments. These are
described in the 1984
NADFAS Record as- ‘Two
tablets
of
Decalogue.
Formerly standing in the
arches either side of the East
Window in the Sanctuary.‘
These are wooden and of
18th century origin. They
each measure 0.74 width and
1.95m height. The photo
below shows the two arches
either side of the East
Window and Altar where the
tablets
were
originally
displayed.
Below the West Window is a
black marble tablet that is
recessed and framed in
stone. This is a fragment of a
larger
monument
to
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Katherine Byng who died in 1627, it was broken and disfigured in a Puritan attack,
probably in 1643. The original gold lettering inscription is illegible, but is identified in a
transcript dated 1744. The tablet was resited from the south wall of the Nave when the
South Aisle was built in 1877.
Below this are two 1940s pink marble memorial plaques to members of the Pearce
family. They were made by Rattee and Kett. A faculty was obtained for the lower one in
1940.
The font bowl is believed to be of 13th Century origin.

The interior of the Nave and South Aisle was redecorated in 1996, and major works
were carried out to the Chancel in 1998. However the floor level of the church is
between about 300 and 1100mm below the surrounding ground level, and this appears
to have been the cause of a persistent problem of damp walls. This had caused the
render, particularly below the level of the window sills to become friable and the limewash to discolour. In some areas the lime render has been replaced by an impermeable
cement render.
In 2017 a French drain was formed around the perimeter of the building. This was a
lined-trench abutting the external walls of the church, excavated to below the floor level
and backfilled with stone and then gravel. This enables dampness in the walls and
rainwater to percolate through the trench to the relatively permeable Chalk subsoil at
the base of the trench. The trench material being much more porous that the make-up
of the church walls creates an environment for the walls to become less rather than
more damp.
While the drying out of the walls has been very gradual, it is thought that as the cause of
dampness has now been addressed, the time has come when failed render can be
replaced and the walls can be made good and redecorated. At the same time it is
proposed that wiring that runs in surface UPVC trunking, for example for the new sound
system installed in 2018, may be concealed within the walls and other redundant
electrical wiring and fittings may be removed.
Not all of the internal rendered walls are in need of redecoration. The state and
significance of the internal walls of the Church are illustrated in the photos that follow-
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On the left- friable render and stone to the niche in the north wall of the Sanctuary.
On the right- failed render on the wall behind the Altar.

On the left- Friable stone around the Sedile and Piscina, the south wall of the Sanctuary.
On the right- Damaged cement render around the donations and publications plates on
the rear north wall of the nave.

On the left- Loose and perished render around the abutment between the Chancel arch
and the north wall of the Nave, caused by a roof leak repaired in 2019.
On the right- Plastic box trunking for the wiring for the sound system
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There is no evidence or records of ancient wall paintings. These may have existed but
would appear not to have survived replacement of render.
In 2016 we arranged with Natural England for a Bat Survey of the Church to be carried
out. This did report activity by brown long eared bats and stated that hibernation roosts
were possibly present but a maternity roost was not. However there is a problem with
bat droppings and small lumps of render appearing on the floor below the Chancel Arch.
This was particularly apparent in June 2020 after the church had not been cleaned for 3
months when it was closed due to the Pandemic. Repairs are required to the render
above the Chancel Arch, and while this is being done, it is hoped that appropriate
measures may be taken to reduce the incidence of bat faeces falling from the gap
between the Chancel ceiling and arch wall and from the east end of the Nave roof
structure.

Bat droppings below the Chancel Arch photographed on 19th June 2020
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