GRANTCHESTER CHURCH: Improving Access to Churchyard 4.
The PCC Meeting on 16 September 2014 raised the problem with access to the new churchyard,
particularly for wheelchair users.
On 4 October, Michael Goodhart, Hazel Offord and Spike Jackson met in the churchyard to consider
how the current situation might be improved. Spike, the Parish Tree Officer and landscaping
consultant, suggested a 900mm wide new turf path is created. This would involve removing the
topsoil along the route. Then the base would be levelled and an approved hard-core would be laid
and lightly compacted. Over this would be laid a layer of topsoil mixed with sand/gravel to form a
stable base on which grass turf would be laid. Geoffrey Larner would be asked to use a lower setting
on the mower when cutting the grass path so that route would remain clearly defined.
The proposed route of the grass path would start at the side of the path to the porch, passing to the
south of the War Memorial, photo 1, and providing a better link with the toilet building that is
behind the hedge. It would follow the existing route through Churchyard 2, photos 3-6, and then
cross to the West side of Churchyard 3 and head southwards to Churchyard 4, photos 7-8. The plan
of the churchyards indicates the proposed route.

1- The grass path would start at the side of the gravel path in the foreground and skirt the
gravel border to the War Memorial and connect to the gravel path to the toilet building
behind the hedge. It would then pass centrally through the gap in the wall.

2- The entrance to Churchyard 2

3-The existing path passes under the cedar. The low branches that overhang should be removed to
reduce shade on this section of the path and to provide adequate headroom for funeral processions.

4- The route of the existing path through Churchyard 2 would be followed.

5- The path twists through Churchyard 2 to the arched opening in the wall.

6- There appears to be a stone threshold under the opening to Churchyard 3, and it may be
more appropriate to lay stone paving at this threshold rather than to run the turf through
the gap. At present there is no satisfactory route through Churchyard 3 to Churchyard 4, so
it is proposed that the turf path goes diagonally between the two cross shaped headstones
towards the west boundary and then though the gap between the headstones, photos 7.and
8.

7- The headstones on the right are date 1915 and 1919

8- The turf path would end at a shallow gradient just beyond the lime trees on the boundary
between Churchyards 3 and 4.

Plan of the Churchyards showing the route of the proposed turf path.

